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CURRICULUM VITAE 
Berge, Erling   
 
ADDRESS 
Department of Spatial Planning and Landscape Architecture,  
Norwegian University of Life Sciences, 
N-1432 Aas, Norway 
 tel.  +47 90653509 
 e-mail erling.berge@umb.no 
 web: http://www.sv.ntnu.no/iss/Erling.Berge/ 
  
EDUCATION: 
Ph.D.(sociology) Boston University 1981,  
Cand. Polit.(sociology) University of Bergen 1973. 
Cand. Mag.(science) University of Bergen 1969. 
 
PRESENT POSITION  
 Professor of sociology (research methods), Norwegian University of Science and Technology, 

1995-2010 
 Professor II of property rights theory, Norwegian University of Life Sciences.  
 
OTHER POSITIONS HELD: 
.  
 Visiting scholar, Department of Landscape Architecture and Spatial Planning, Norwegian 

University of Life Sciences (UMB), 2008-2009 
 Fellow in the research group on “Landscape, Law and Justice”, Centre for Advanced Study, 

Oslo, 2002-2003 
 Visiting scholar, Department of Economics, Public University of Navarra, Pamplona, 2002  
 Visiting Scholar, Department of Sociology, University of Washington, Seattle, 1999 
 Visiting Scholar, Workshop in Political Theory and Policy Analysis, Indiana University, 

Bloomington, 1998-99 
 Associate professor of sociology, University of Trondheim, 1994-95. 
 Research Fellow (NLVF), Department of Land Use Planning, Agricultural University of 

Norway, 1984-1987 and 1990-94. 
 Visiting Fellow, University of Essex, 1986-87. 
 Research Associate, Institute of Applied Social Research 1979-84 and 87-90. 
 Assistant professor of sociology, University of Oslo, 1978 
 Research Fellow (NAVF), Boston University and University of Oslo, 1975-1979. 
 Research Associate, Central Bureau of Statistics of Norway 1971-75 
 Computer Specialist, Department of sociology, University of Bergen 1970-71 
 
AWARDS AND HONOURS  
Zayed International Prize for the Environment, Category II for the period 2003-2005 as member of 
the authors of The Millenium Ecosystem Assessment 
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INTERNATIONAL AND NATIONAL PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATION ACTIVITIES: 
International Association for the Study of Commons (aka IASCP)  

 2006- - Managing co-editor of International Journal of the Commons 
 2002-2004 President 
 1995-2006 Member of Executive Council  
 1995 Program co-chair (with Audun Sandberg, HiB, Bodø) for The V. World Conference 

of the IASCP (The International Association for the Study of Common Property) in 
Bodø, 24.-28. mai. 

The Norwegian MAB program 
 1993 Program Chair for an international conference on "Common Property Regimes: 

Law and the management of non-private resources" 
Nordic Demographic Society 

 1987-89 President 
 1989 Program Chair of the 9th Nordic Demographic Symposium, April, Gausdal, 
 1979-87 Member of the board 

 
PARTICIPATION IN RESEARCH PROJECTS 

 2006-2009 Malawian Land Tenure and Social Capital (NFR) 
 1996-98 Kommersiell utnyttelse av siken i Femund: Biologisk produsjon og samfunnsmessige 

konsekvenser for nærområdet  (NFR) 
 1993 Rural development and social change in Ukraine (NLVF) 
 1990-94 Kulturmessige aspekter ved ny næringsutvikling i bygde Norge (NLVF) 
 1984-87 Planprosess og arealbruksbeslutninger i kommunene (NLVF)  

 
NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEES  
 2009 External Examiner on Eva Holmgren’s PhD defence, Department of Forest Resource 

Management, Swedish University of Agricultural Science, Umeå 
o 2008 External examiner on Sofia Wennberg DiGasper’s PhD defense, Luleå Technical 

University, Section for Political Science 
o 2008-2007 Advisor to Fulbright Scholar Matthew D. Hoffman, Norwegian University of 

Science and Technology, Department of sociology and political science 
o 2004 External examiner on Nuria Osés Eraso’s PhD defense, Universidad Pública de Navarra, 

Department of Economics 
o 2003 Member of the evaluation committee of Aksel Hagen’s Dr.Scient. dissertation, Norwegian 

University of Life Sciences, Department of Landscape Architecture and Spatial Planning,  
o 2003-2000 Member of COST Action E19, National Forest Programmes in a European Context  
o 2002 Member of the evaluation committee of Wubshet Berhanu’s Dr.Ing. thesis, Norwegian 

University of Science and Technology, Department of Urban Design and Planning  
o 2002-1997 Member of the board of the Norwegian Research Council’s research programme 

“Biodiversity – dynamics, threats, management”  
o 2001 Member of the evaluation committee of Jon Helge Lesjø’s Dr.Philos. dissertation, 

University of Oslo, Department of Sociology and Human Geography  
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PUBLICATIONS 
 
Edited books 
1998 (editor with Nils Chr. Stenseth) Law and the Governance of Renewable Resources Oakland, 

ICS Press,  
1989 (with Jan Erik Kristiansen and Per Sevaldson, eds.) Scandinavian Population Studies 9, 

Proceedings of the Ninth Nordic Demographic Symposium, in Gausdal, Norway, April 1989, 
Oslo, The Nordic Demographic Society  

 
Refereed articles  
2006 Protected Areas and Traditional Commons: Values and Institutions in Norsk Geografisk 

Tidsskrift, Volume 60, Number 1, March 2006, pp. 65-76(12) 
2004 (with Odd Terje Sandlund (main author), Bjørn Egil Flø, Tor F. Næsje, Randi Saksgård, and 

Ola Ugedal) Whitefish Fisheries in Mountainous Southeastern Norway: Abundant Resources, 
but Scarce Fishermen, Mountain Research and Development, Vol 24, No 1:67-74 (Feb 2004)  

1989 On the study of households: some methodological considerations on the use of household 
data. International Sociology, Vol.4, No.2, pp.115-130,  

1981 Statistisk Sentralbyrå, i Pax leksikon, bind 6, pp. 97-98, Oslo, Pax 
1980 Malthus, Thomas Robert, i Pax leksikon, bind 4, pp. 218-219, Oslo, Pax 
1980 Pest.i Pax leksikon, bind 5, pp. 121-122, Oslo, Pax  
1977 Funksjon og bruk av funksjonelle forklaringar i samfunnsvitskapane, Tidsskrift for 

samfunnsforskning, nr 4, pp. 374-378.  
1976 (senior author:Jan M.Hoem) Some problems in Hadwiger Fertility Graduation in Scandinavian 

Actuarial Journal, 1975, pp. 129-144,  
1976 (saman med Jan M.Hoem) Nokre praktiske røynsler med analytisk glatting» in Statistisk tidskrift 

nr 4, 1975, pp. 294-308 
 
Book chapters 
2008 Collective land rights: Can Africa learn anything from Norwegian practices?. In Norwegian 

Land Tools Relevant to Africa, eds. Helge Onsrud and Elena Busch, 121-155. Hønefoss: 
Norwegian Mapping and Cadastre Authority 2008. ISBN 978-82-7945-044-3.  

2007 De la multiplicité des ayant droits à la propriété pleine et entière et inversement. Des 
“Commons" aux Sites de Valeur Mondiale. In Les Ressources Foncières: Droits de propriété, 
économie et environnement, eds. M. Falque, H. Lamotte, J-F. Saglio, 379-395. Bruxelles: 
Bruylant. 

 http://www.environnement-propriete.org/english/2006/art2006UK/Berge.pdf  
2005 Environmental goods and services in the theory of commons. In Landscape, Law and Justice. 

Proceedings of a conference organised by the Centre for Advanced Study at the Norwegian 
Academy of Science and Letters, Oslo 15-19 June 2003, eds. Tiina Peil and Michael Jones,  
70-80. The Institute for Comparative Research in Human Culture Oslo - Instituttet for 
sammenlignende kulturforskning, Serie B: Skrifter, Vol. CXVIII. Oslo: Novus forlag/ 
Instituttet for sammenlignende kulturforskning  

2005 Land Reform: Formalising Sámi Land Rights in Norway. In Discourses and Silences. 
Indigenous Peoples, Risks and Resistance, eds. Garth Cant, Anake Goodall, and Justine Inns, 
87-102. Christchurch: Department of Geography, University of Canterbury   
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2005 (with Koerner, C. (main author), Ohsawa, M. et al.) Mountain Systems. In Millennium 
Ecosystem Assessment, 2005.  Current State and Trends: Findings of the Condition and 
Trends Working Group.  Ecosystems and Human Well-being, eds. Rashid M. Hassan et al. 
Vol.1 Ch. 24 (681-716). Washington DC: Island Press   

2004 Political Culture and the Implementation of National Forest Programmes In NFP Research: 
Its retrospect and Outlook. Proceedings of the Seminar of COST Action E19 “National Forest 
Programmes in a European Context, September 2003, Vienna. Eds. Glück, Peter and 
Johannes Voitleithner, 97-114. Publication of the Institute of Forest Sector Policy and 
Economics, Volume 52. Vienna: University of Natural Resources and Applied Life Sciences.  

2002 (with Amy R. Poteete) Management of Non-Arable Rural Land, Including Forests, 
Grasslands, and Shrub-lands. In EOLSS, Encyclopedia of Life Support Systems, Sub-theme 
1.5.4 Land Use Management, ed. Willy H. Verheye, University of Gent 
 (see: http://www.eolss.net/E1-05-toc.aspx) 

2002 (with Olli Saastamoinen) Theories of Institutions and National Forest Programmes, In Cross-
Sectoral Policy Impacts on Forests, eds. I.Tikkanen, P.Glück, and H.Pajuoja, 159-176. EFI 
Proceedings No 46, 2002. Joensuu: European Forest Institute 

2002 Varieties of Property Rights to Nature. Some observations on Landholding and Resource 
Ownership in Norway and England. In  Forest Law and Environmental Legislation : 
Contributions of the IUFRO Research Group 6.13. Proceedings VII. Forstwissenschaftliche 
Beiträge Nr. 27, eds. Franz Schmithüsen, Georg Iselin, and Peter Herbst,14-33. Zürich: Professur 
Forstpolitik und Forstökonomie, ETH Zürich  

2001 (with Berit Aasen) The Social and Cultural Environment of National Forestry Programmes. In 
National Forest Programmes. Social and Political Context. Papers presented at the meeting 
of COST Action E19, Madrid, Spain, October 2000, eds. P. Glück, J. M. S. López, E. Rojas-
Briales, H. Schanz, and W. Zimmermann, 91-103. Madrid: Sociedad Española de Ciencias 
Rorestales. http://www.metla.fi/eu/cost/e19/meetings.htm  

2001 “Almenningens tragedie” – frå metafor til teori. Ein litteraturoversikt. In Sosiologisk Årbok 
2001:113-141. Oslo, Universitetet i Oslo 

1996 "Forest Commons in Norway and Sweden: concepts for a precise description of the legal 
institutions:", pp. 79-100 in Haarstad, Kjell and Aud Mikkelsen Tretvik (eds.) "Bønder, Jord, 
Rettar" Nr 16 i Skriftserie, Department of History, Norwegian University of Science and 
Technology 

1994 "Democracy and Human Rights: Conditions for Sustainable Resource Utilization", pp. 187-
193 in Johnston, Barbara R. (ed.) "Who Pays the Price? Examining the Sociocultural Context 
of Environmental Crisis", Covelo, California, Island Press, 

1992 “Eigedomsteori: ei innføring”, side 27-42 i Olav Ljones, Bjørg Moen og Lars Østby (red.) 
“Mennesker og modeller. Livsløp og kryssløp.”,  Sosiale og økonomiske studier nr. 78, Oslo, 
Statistisk Sentralbyrå,  

1991 On the nature of welfare goods, pp. 55-73 in Grønmo, Sigmund og Per Otnes (red.) Sosiologisk 
årbok 1991, Oslo, Norsk Sosiologforening og Instituttet for sosiologi, Universitetet i Oslo 

1991 Teori om eigedomsrett og bærekraftig utnytting av fellesressursar, (The theory of property rights 
and sustainable utilization of common property resources), side 71-88 i Stenseth, 
Trandem&Kristiansen (red.) 1991 Forvaltning av våre fellesressurser. Finnmarksvidda og 
Barentshavet i et lokalt og globalt perspektiv, Oslo, ad Notam, 
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1991 Property Rights Theory and Sustainable Resource Utilization, pp.158-180 in Vol. 1 of Engelstad, 
Fredrik (ed.) Social Inequality and Social Norms. Proceedings from Vilhelm Aubert Memorial 
Sympoion 1990, Rapport 91:9, Oslo, Institute of Social Research, 

1990 "Land Use Control: Institutional and Cultural Implications", pp. 141-155 in Hamm, Bernd, 
and Bohdan Jalowiecki (eds.) "The Social Nature of Space", Warszawa, Panstwowe 
Wydawnictwo Naukowe,   

1989 Factorial ecology and societal development, p.149-166 in Vir, Dharam and B.P.Sharma (eds.): 
Socio-Cultural Development: A Global Perspective, New Dehli, Classical Publishing Company,  

1987 Comparing the Factorial Ecology of Helsinki and Oslo, pp. 83-106 in Dr.C.S.Yadav(ed.) 
PERSPECTIVES IN URBAN GEOGRAPHY. VOL.VI Comparative City Ecology. New Dehli, 
Concept Publishing Co. 

1986 On the Limits of Social Ecological Explanations in Comparative Research, pp.59-65 in 
Dr.C.S.Yadav(ed.) PERSPECTIVES IN URBAN GEOGRAPHY. VOL.II Comparative Urban 
Research, New Dehli, Concept Publishing Co.  

1985 Rural eller urban arealbrukskontroll? (Rural or Urban Land Use Controls?) pp. 80-97 i Arne 
Olsen og Asle Selfors (red.) Fysisk Planlegging, Lillehammer, Fagbokforlaget  

1976 (senior author:Jan M.Hoem) Theoretical and Empirical Results on the Analytical Graduation of 
Fertility Rates, pp. 363-371 in The Proceedings of the 8th International Biometrics Conference, 
Constanta, Romania, 1974.  

 
Non-refereed articles  
2007 (with Martine de Moor) Editorial: Welcome to the International Journal of the Commons, 

International Journal of the Commons 1:1(1-2) 
2004 The Way We Think, Presidential address, 10th World Conference of IASCP, Oaxaca, 9-13 

August 2004. CPR Digest, no 70:1-9 
2004 Why are property rights to land important? Diedut, No 3:172-189 
2003 Improving biodiversity policy: What do we need to know? In Actes des Journées de l'Institut 

français de la biodiversité. Tours, 18-20 décembre 2002. Biodiversité: quels enjeux pour les 
sociétés?, 25-30. Paris: Institut français de la biodiversité. http://www.gis-ifb.org  

2002 Reflections on property rights and commons in the economies of Western Europe. Opening 
address to the IX World conference of the International Association for the Study of Common 
Property (IASCP), Victoria Falls, 17-21 June 2002. CPR Digest, no 62:1-9 

2001 Booknote on ”Keeley, Lawrence H. 1996 War before Civilization”, Oxford, Oxford University 
Press”, Journal of Peace Research 38:410 

1997 "Design Principles of Norwegian Commons", pages 9-12 in The Common Property Resources 
Digest, No 42, July 1997 

1995 (with: Lars Gulbrandsen) Squatting in New York: A Comment, The Common Property Resource 
Digest, No 35 (September) 

1995 "Reinventing the Commons" i Bodø, side 69-72 i Landbruksøkonomisk Forum Nr 4/95 
1994 Some Notes on the Substance and Terminology of the Norwegian Law of Common Property, 

(with Hans Sevatdal), p.8-11 in The Common Property Resource Digest No 30 (July), 
1992 (saman med Åsmund Langsether) Arealbruksmønsteret i Norge. Kva fastlegg det? side 169-172 i 

Kart og Plan, 3, 1992,  
1992 Befolkningsnedgang i Bygde-Norge. Kart og Plan, vol.45, no 3, pp.325-328,  
1990 Rådighetsinnskrenkninger versus utbyggingsløyve (Land use regulations versus development 

permits.) Landbruksøkonomisk Forum, Vol. 7, No. 2, pp. 89-91  
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1988 Some comments on C Hamnett's reading of the data on socio-tenurial polarisation in South 
East England. Environment and Planning A, Vol. 20, pp. 973-977.  

1988 Nokre sentrale omgrep i engelsk rettstenking om eigedom», (Some Central Concepts of the 
English Jurisprudence of property), Kart og Plan, Vol. 48, No. 4, pp. 383-388 

1987 Meiningar om eigedomsretten og samfunnets kontroll og styring av arealbruk, Kart og Plan, Nr. 
6, pp. 575-588. 

1986 Ein teikneseriekultur veks fram. Syn og Segn, nr. 3, pp. 230-236  
1983 Review of George A.Theodorson(ed.):«Urban Patterns. Studies in Human Ecology», 

Pennsylvania State University Press, 1982. Acta Sociologica, vol.26, no 3/4, pp.317-320.  
1983 Stordriftsulemper og -vinstar i norske kommunar i 1976, Statistisk kvartalshefte for Oslo, vol.72, 

no.1-2, pp.17-23  
1982 Om strukturelle føringar på familiestorleiken. Sosiologi i dag, vol.12, no.4, pp.75-87  
1982 (saman med Jan Brekke) Bydelsdatabank for Oslo. Statistisk Kvartalshefte for Oslo, vol.71, pp.-

14-17. 
1978 Befolkning, familie og levekår, Syn og Segn, nr 2, pp. 102-112. 
1975 Befolkning og befolkningspolitikk, Kirke og Kultur, nr.2, pp. 102-110  
1974 Befolkningspolitikk i Norge?, Sosiologi i dag, nr.3, pp. 3-9 
1968 Merknader om framtidsforskning, pp. 162-167 in Kontrast, nr.10 
 
Reports 
2009  (with Daimon Kambewa, Stanley Khaila, Alister Munthali, and Henrik Wiig) Malawian Land 

Tenure and Social Capital. Documentation. Trondheim: Department of Sociology and 
Political Science, NTNU.  

2006 Legislation on commons (Community property/ bienes comunales) in Navarra and Some notes 
from visits to Ultzama and Ituren. Trondheim: Department of sociology and political science, 
Norwegian University of Science and Technology. ISBN 82-471-6012-9  

2003 (ed. with Lars Carlsson) Commons: Old and New. Proceedings from a Workshop, Centre for 
Advanced Study, Oslo, 11-13 March. ISS Rapport no 70, Trondheim: Department of 
sociology and political science, Norwegian University of Science and Technology. ISBN 82-
471-5348-3   

1995 Dokumentasjon av data frå Norsk Monitor 1991 for prosjektet "Kulturmessige aspect for ny 
næringsutvikling i bygde-Norge", Rapport 47, Institutt for sosiologi og statsvitenskap, 
Universitetet of Trondheim,  

1993 (co-authors. Svein Ole Borgen and Knut Skarsem) Rural Development and Social Change in 
Ukraine., East Europe Report No. 18, East Europe Office, Ås, NLH,  

1982 (saman med Eva Tamber) Oslo-regionens sosiale økologi, INAS-notat 82:1, 76 p., Oslo, Institutt 
for Anvendt Sosialvitenskapelig Forsking  

1974 (saman med Jan M.Hoem og Liv Hansen.) Norske fødselsrater for ettårige aldersklasser 1968-72, 
Metodehefte nr 12, pp. 19-33.ANO IO 74/24. Oslo: Statistisk Sentralbyrå. 

1971 Ønskt urbaniseringsgrad av bostad, Rapport nr.19, 42 p., Oslo, Norsk Institutt for By- og 
Regionforskning. 

 
 


